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HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  - 21ST SESSION OF THE UNIVERSAL  PRIODIC REVIEW  WORKING GROUP-  (19-30 JANUARY 2015)  -  STATEMENT OF THE DELEGATION OF GHANA ON THE SECOND CYCLE REVIEW OF GUYANA READ BY MR EBENEZER APPREKU, DEPUTY PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE, ON WEDNESDAY  28 JANUARY 2015
I thank you Mr/Madam President for giving me the floor.

Ghana welcomes the distinguished Delegation of Guyana and commends Guyana’s commitment to the UPR process.      Ghana is pleased with the meritorious efforts made by Guyana to meet most of the commitments made since the first cycle review in 2010, aimed at strengthening the constitutional, legal and policy framework for the protection and protection of human rights. These include the ratification by Guyana of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICRMW) and the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 
Ghana also commends Guyana for the measures introduced to investigate and prevent torture or ill treatment of prisoners.  
However, Ghana notes that Guyana still needs human, financial and technical resources in order to address challenges hindering the effective implementation of many programmes to enhance the respect for human rights in the country.  To this end, Ghana, as a member of the core group on the Convention against Torture initiative, wishes to recommend to Guyana to seek the support of the Group of Friends of the Convention Against Torture Initiative for technical assistance in the implementation of measures aimed at preventing and investigating reports of torture in the prisons system.  In the same spirit, Ghana wishes to recommend to Guyana to consider ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture, and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment.
Mr President,  
Of other matters, Ghana further recommends that Guyana consider :
To ratify the UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education
To issue standing invitations to all Special Procedures.

To implement more appropriate measures to build an inclusive society, in which no segment of the population, notably the Afro Guyanese who constitute 30% of the population, do not suffer discrimination.
To establish an independent National Human Rights Institution in full compliance with the Paris Principles.                     

 I thank you Mr/Madam  President

